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Workshop Goals 

 Introduction 
 
 Data & Information  
 
 Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
 
 High School Completion & Beyond 
 
 Linking with School District Foster Care Liaison(s) 
 
 Resources 

 





FOSTER CARE: WHO ARE THE 
PLAYERS?  Chap. 4 

p. 38-42, 
120 

Collaboration and 
coordination with 
others involved in the 
students life is 
encouraged, 
recommended, and 
necessary for 
educational success!   

Chap. 3 
p. 26-29 





Texas Data & Info. 





Foster Children Compared to the State Population 
Dropouts by Grade: 2012-13 
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Foster Children Dropouts by Age: 2012-13 
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Counts and Percentages of Foster Children 
by Program: 2012-13 

Counts of 
Foster 

Children 

% of  
Foster 

Children 

Counts of 
All 

Students 

%  
of All 

Students 

Career and Technology 2,286 10.6 1,111,610 21.9 

Economically Disadvantaged 19,496 90.1 3,058,894 60.3 

Gifted and Talented 212 1.0 387,623 7.6 

Immigrant 35 0.2 70,320 1.4 

Limited English Proficient (LEP) 1,390 6.4 864,682 17.0 

Dual-Credit 74 1.5 101,913 7.15 

Special Education 5,104 23.6 440,570 8.7 

13 

Note:  All students in DFPS Managing Conservatorship meet the eligibility criteria for State 
Compensatory Education, as listed in TEC § 29.081, and should be identified as ‘at risk’.   





Foster Care & Education Data Fact 
Sheet Available:  





Education at Age 26  

“Outcomes of Midwest Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster Youth: Outcomes at Age 26” 
http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/Midwest%20Evaluation_Report_4_10_12.pdf  

Chap. 1 
p.  13 



Employment and Earning at Age 26  

Source: Courtney et al, 2011  





Texas Blueprint Implementation 
Taskforce: 
 Ongoing TEA participation in collaborative workgroups 

with child welfare stakeholders and other partners 
addressing a variety of education related topics, such as:  

 

Data  
 
Higher Education 
 
Special Education  
 
Local Collaboration  
 
  

http://education.texaschildrenscommis
sion.gov/education-committee.aspx 

http://education.texaschildrenscommission.gov/education-committee.aspx
http://education.texaschildrenscommission.gov/education-committee.aspx


Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 



New Education Law - ESSA 

 Bi-partisan legislation signed by President Obama 
December 10, 2015. 

 
 Reauthorizes the 50 year old Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act (ESEA) and replaces No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB).  

 
 The new law includes significant and historical 

changes for students in Foster Care.  
 
 



Students in Foster Care | Coordination 
with Child Welfare:  

 Aligned federal education law with child welfare law (Fostering 
Connections to Success, 2008) to promote school stability (aligns with 
existing Texas Education Code). 20 USC 6311(g)(1)(E)(i) State Laws; (TEC 25.001(g); TEC 
25.007; TEC 33.904) 

 
 Promotes collaboration with the child welfare organization at state 

and local level. (20 USC 6311(g)(1)(E)(i))  

 

 Requires State Education Agency (SEA) to designated a person to 
coordinate SEA Foster Care responsibilities. 

 
When child welfare agencies designate a point of contact for the 

Local Education Agency (LEA), the LEA is required to designate a 
point of contact for the child welfare agency (Foster Care Liaison 
fulfills this requirement for LEA’s). 20 USC 6312(c)(5)(A) 

 



Transportation Support:  

 Local Title I plans must contain an assurance that LEA’s 
receiving Title I funds will collaborate with the state 
or local child welfare agency to: 20 USC 6312(c)(5)(B)(ii) 

 
  Develop and implement clear written procedures 

for how transportation to maintain foster youth in 
their schools of origin, when in their best interest, 
will be provided, arranged and funded for the 
duration of the time in foster care.  
 
 



Continued:  

 
 Procedures will ensure that children in foster care needing 

transportation to the school of origin will promptly receive 
transportation in a cost effective manner and in accordance 
with section 475(4) of the Social Security Act (42 USC 
675(4)(A).  

 
 Ensure that if there are additional costs incurred in providing 

transportation to the school of origin LEA’s will provide it if:  
 They are reimbursed by the child welfare agency; 
 The LEA agrees to pay the costs; or  
 The LEA and the child welfare agency agree to share the costs. 20 

USC 6312(c)(5)(B)(ii) 

 
 
 



Students in Foster Care | Data and 
Accountability: 
 
Students in Foster Care are now a mandatory sub-group that 

LEA’s and states must collect and report data on. 20 USC 
6311(h)(1)(C)(ii) 

 
State report cards must include disaggregated information, 

including the graduation rates and academic achievement of 
student in foster care. 20 USC 6311(h)(1)(C)(ii) 

 
The existing Public Education Information Management 

System (PEIMS) code for students in foster care will help 
Texas to fulfill the new data collection requirements.  
 



http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/foster-care/youth-transition-toolkit.pdf 



Opportunities and Programs 

High School Completion and Beyond 



High School Graduation 
Requirements: 

 Foundation High School Program – Graduation Requirements, 
Endorsements, Distinguished Achievement and other 
information: 
http://tea.texas.gov/communications/brochures.aspx 

 

 Increased coordination and partnership with higher education 
by developing coursework to meet endorsement requirements 
and encourage post-secondary preparedness. 

 

 Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) for all high school students. 
PGP for all middle school students who do not perform 
satisfactorily on state assessments.  

 

http://tea.texas.gov/communications/brochures.aspx


Career & Technical Education Program 

 

-CTE programs focus on high growth industries, 
employability skills, critical thinking, project based, 
hands on learning, etc. Opportunities for students to 
earn endorsements, certifications, college credit while in 
high school.  
 
-Students in foster care are a recognized special 
population for CTE programs/Federal Perkins funding.  
 
  

Career & Technical Education - Special Populations Center: http://ctsp.tamu.edu/ 

http://ctsp.tamu.edu/


Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN) 

 Fully Accredited – Online Texas Public School  
 Supplemental Learning – Statewide course catalog of 

high school courses.   
 Full-Time Online School – for grades 3-12.  
 

 http://www.txvsn.org/ 
 http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=4840 



Promote High School Completion 
 TEC 28.025 & 25.007  

Chap. 11 
p.  91-93 

If a student in DFPS conservatorship is not likely to receive a high 
school diploma before the 5th school year following the student's 
enrollment in grade 9 – review the students course credit accrual 
and personal graduation plan – TEC 25.007 



Promote Post-Secondary  
TEC 25.007 & 54.366 Chap. 13 

p.  104-105 

p.  106 

1) LIFE TIME TUITION AND FEES WAIVER to any Texas state supported Institution of 
Higher Education for certain students in and formerly in Texas DFPS 
Conservatorship, as long as the student enrolls in at least one-college credit 
before turning 25 – TEC 54.366 (**see pg. 104-105 for eligibility requirements)  

 *In addition to a college course - Dual credit or other course where a high school 
student may earn joint high school and college credit will also activate the waiver*  

 

2)  Ensure that 11 or 12 grade students in DFPS conservatorship is provided 
information about the tuition and fee waiver, dual credit, or other courses 
where a student may earn joint high school and college credit – TEC 25.007  

 
 



 

Transition Assistance for Students in Foster Care  
TEC 25.007(7):  

 
  

 Encouraging school districts and open-enrollment 
charter schools to provide services for a student in 
foster care in transition when applying for admission 
to post-secondary study and when seeking sources of 
funding for postsecondary study; 

 
 

Chap. 11 
p.  84-91 



 
 

LINKING WITH SCHOOL 
DISTRICT LIAISONS TO 
SUPPORT STUDENTS IN 

FOSTER CARE: 

 
 



FOSTER CARE LIAISON 

School Districts & Open Enrollment Charter Schools must 
identify and report to TEA a foster care liaison. 
TEA to provide information for facilitating enrollment and 
transfers.  
 

 
Texas 
Education 
Code § 33.904 

Chap. 5 
p.  45-48 



School District Foster 
Care Liaison 

Information is now 
maintained in 

AskTED. 

Liaison contact information and updates are submitted to TEA 
through each district’s AskTED administrator. 
 
 
For questions about AskTED updates, please contact Lynne 
Krajevski, TEA AskTED Administrator, at     
askTED@tea.state.tx.us or 512-463-9809. 
 
 
If you are a charter school, please contact the Charter 
School Division at (512) 463-9575 or 
CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us directly to submit the name and 
contact information of your foster care liaison. 
 

TEA Foster Care Liaison Info: 
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStu
dentSuccess/laws/ 

mailto:askTED@tea.state.tx.us
mailto:CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us?subject=Foster%20Care%20Liaison


Strategies for engagement: 
 

 Introduce yourself to school district foster care 
liaison. 

 
 Strategically engage students impacted by foster 

care and create opportunities within existing 
programs and activities for student involvement.  

 
 Identify opportunities to promote use of the tuition 

and fees waiver and assist districts with post-
secondary engagement (bridge programs, outreach, 
etc) of students in foster care. 
 
 



Strategies for engagement continued: 
 

 Learn about opportunities for transition age youth in your 
community and connect students to resources and 
opportunities.  

 
 Connect students to college programs and supports 

available.  
 
 Participate and engage with transition planning activities 

when appropriate.  
 
 Host a celebration for graduating high school students. 

Include others involved in student’s life:  judge, CASA, 
caseworkers, caregiver, PAL, foster care liaison, teacher, etc.  
 



 

 

 

 
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStu

dentSuccess/liaisons/ 
 

http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/
http://tea.texas.gov/FosterCareStudentSuccess/liaisons/
http://tea.texas.gov/


Chap.  2 
p. 23 



Additional Resources Available:  



Paying for College $$$ – Resources available 
for students aging out of foster care:  

 Lifetime Tuition & Fees Waiver – for students enrolled in one-college 
course before turning 25 (includes dual-credit course where both 
high school and college credit are earned) 

 
 Freshman Success Fund - $1,000 for Texas freshman only 

http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-
foster-youth-grant-1000/ 

 
 Education and Training Voucher - $5,000 a year up until the age of 

23 if student is accesses resources before the age of 21. 
 
 FAFSA – all students who were in foster care 13 years and older file 

as an ‘independent’ and qualify for the maximum amount of federal 
and state grants.  

http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/


 
Excellent resource!   
http://www.pathw
aylibrary.org/Vie
wBiblio.aspx?aid=

21730/ 
 

 

http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/




http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/
Youth_and_Young_Adults/ 
 http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_

Adults/Transitional_Living/default.asp   

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/default.asp
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/Transitional_Living/default.asp


Education Reach for Texans: 
http://www.educationreachfortexans.org/ 



College & Career Readiness Resources:  

Texas Reality Check (from TWC): http://www.texasrealitycheck.com/  

Own Your Own Future: www.ownyourownfuture.com/ 

Texas College and Career: www.texascollegeandcareer.org/ 

Texas Gear-up: www.texasgearup.com/byot/category/ 

College For All Texans: www.collegeforalltexans.com/ 

Achieve Texas : http://www.achievetexas.org/ 

TEA’s Online College and Career Preparation Assistance Resource Site: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=8380&menu_id=814 

Career & Technical Education - Special Populations Center: http://ctsp.tamu.edu/ 

 

http://www.texasrealitycheck.com/
http://www.ownyourownfuture.com/
http://www.texascollegeandcareer.org/
http://www.texasgearup.com/byot/category/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.achievetexas.org/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=8380&menu_id=814
http://ctsp.tamu.edu/


College & Career  
Readiness Resources – Foster Care 

Casey Family Programs, “Providing Effective Financial Aid Assistance to Students from Foster 
Care and Unaccompanied Homeless Youth: A Key to Higher Education Access and 
Success: http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm 

 

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services - Transitional Living Services – Brief 
Overview: 
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Application/Forms/showFile.aspx?NAME=2526.docx. 

 

Access Granted: Texas Foster Care Handbook for Youth 
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Documents/Child_Protection/pdf/foster-care-handbook.pdf 

 

It’s My Life: Post Secondary Education & Training Guide 

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/pdf/EducationalOutcomesFactSheet.pdf 

 

Supporting Success: Improving Higher Education Outcomes for Students in Foster Care 

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm 
 

Chap.  13 
p. 108 

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Application/Forms/showFile.aspx?NAME=2526.docx
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Documents/Child_Protection/pdf/foster-care-handbook.pdf
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/pdf/EducationalOutcomesFactSheet.pdf
http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm




http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/laws/ 

Comprehensive List of Foster Care and Education Laws:  



To sign-up: 
https://public.govdelivery.com/accou
nts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=T
XTEA_21   
 
 

TEA Foster Care & Student Success 
listserv for updates: 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_21
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_21
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_21


CASA Educational 
Advocacy Toolkit: 

http://texascasa.org
/learning-

center/resources/ed
ucational-advocacy-

toolkit/ 
 

http://texascasa.org/learning-center/resources/educational-advocacy-toolkit/
http://texascasa.org/learning-center/resources/educational-advocacy-toolkit/
http://texascasa.org/learning-center/resources/educational-advocacy-toolkit/
http://texascasa.org/learning-center/resources/educational-advocacy-toolkit/
http://texascasa.org/learning-center/resources/educational-advocacy-toolkit/


Trauma-Informed Education Resources 

 

 Trauma Sensitive Schools: http://traumasensitiveschools.org/ 

 

 Compassionate Schools: The Heart of Learning and Teaching: http://www.k12.wa.us/compassionateschools/ 

  

 The National Childhood Traumatic Stress Network:  

  Child Trauma Toolkit For Educators: 

  http://www.nctsn.org/resources/audiences/school-personnel/trauma-toolkit 

   Resources for Schools:  

  http://www.nctsn.org/resources/audiences/school-personnel/resources-for-schools 

  National Foster Care Awareness Month: 

  http://www.nctsn.org/resources/public-awareness/national-foster-care-month%20 

  

 Why Schools Need to Be Trauma Informed: 
http://www.traumainformedcareproject.org/resources/WhySchoolsNeedToBeTraumaInformed(2).pdf 
 

 Schools promoting ‘trauma-informed’ teaching to reach troubled students: http://edsource.org/2013/schools-
focus-on-trauma-informed-to-reach-troubled-students/51619 

http://traumasensitiveschools.org/
http://www.k12.wa.us/compassionateschools/
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Child Welfare Resources:  

 Regional Education Specialists – by region 
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Contact_Us/map.asp  
 Children’s Commission of the Texas Supreme Court 
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/ourwork/foster-
care-education.aspx  
 Texas Youth Connections 
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/.../education/paying for_
college.asp  
 
 

 

http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Contact_Us/map.asp
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/ourwork/foster-care-education.aspx
http://texaschildrenscommission.gov/ourwork/foster-care-education.aspx
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/.../education/paying_fo%20r_college.asp
https://www.dfps.state.tx.us/.../education/paying_fo%20r_college.asp


 
 Comprehensive resource and 

training guide, released in 
October 2013; Co-written with 
TEA, DFPS and Children’s 
Commission.  

 
 Research based: Codifies foster 

care education practice, policy, 
laws and resources in one 
central location.  

 
 Foundational resource for 

education community, foster 
care liaisons, and all who 
support the education of 
students in foster care.  

 
 Guidebook provides foundation 

for district training and 
development on foster care. 

 
 



Where to find the Foster Care & Student 
Success Resource Guide: 

 Online Interactive PDF available for download: 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/resource-guide.pdf 

 
 Individual chapter download: 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/fostercarestudentsuccess  
  
 Hard-copies may be ordered through TEA’s Office of Publication:  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2147487430 
 
 A professional grade PDF file is available for groups and organizations 

that would like to have the guide printed to disseminate: email 
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov or kelly.kravitz@tea.texas.gov for 
information.  
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http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/resource-guide.pdf
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/fostercarestudentsuccess
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2147487430


 
TEA Foster Care & Student Success: 

 TEA Website: 
 http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/ 
 
 Email: Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov 
 
 
 TEA Foster Care & Student Success listserv: 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new 
 
 
 Foster Care Education & Policy, and Homeless/McKinney-Vento, 

State Coordinator,  Kelly Kravitz 
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov; kelly.kravitz@tea.texas.gov; 
512-463-9235 
 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/
mailto:Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
mailto:fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov
mailto:kelly.kravitz@tea.texas.gov


 
 

THANK YOU FOR THE 
IMPORTANT WORK THAT 

YOU DO!  
 

Committed to Transforming the Education 
Outcomes of Students in Foster Care! 

http://tea.texas.gov/
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