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- Video: Becoming Visible

http://vimeo.com /74474866

FosterMore.Org:

| am Amazing: https: //www.youtube.com/watch2v=4hA5B{BbKm8
Lynn’s Story - http://vimeo.com/64662038

Julianna's Story — http://vimeo.com /64662034

Jose’s Story - http://vimeo.com /64662036

Kevin's Story - http://vimeo.com/64662040

Davies Story — http: //vimeo.com /64662035



http://vimeo.com/74474866
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hA5BjBbKm8
http://vimeo.com/64662038
http://vimeo.com/64662034
http://vimeo.com/64662036
http://vimeo.com/64662040
http://vimeo.com/64662035

TEXAS:

Estimated 16,000 school-age students in foster
care.

1,363 children and youth who exited from foster
care in 2012 lived in an average of 7
placements.



Education at Age 26

Alumni of Foster Care vs. National Sample
No high school diploma or GED
20% VS. 6%
2-year college degree
4% VS. 10%
4-year college degree
3% VS. 24%
One or more year of graduate school
1% VS. 13%

“Outcomes of Midwest Evaluation of the Adult Functioning of Former Foster Youth: Outcomes at Age 26”
http: //www.chapinhall.org /sites /default /files/Midwest%20Evaluation Report 4 10 12.pdf




Employment and Earning at Age 26

1
Alumni of Foster Care vs. National Sample

Currently employed

46% VS. 80%

Mean income
$13,989 VS. $32,312
Home ownership

9% VS. 30%
Economic hardship

45% Vs. 18%

Source: Courtney et al, 2011



FOSTER CARE: WHO ARE THE
PLAYERS?

Collaboration and
coordination with
others involved in the
students life is
encouraged,
recommended, and
necessary for
educational success!



Foster Care: Who Are the

Court/Judge Caregiver

Attorney;

Attorney Ad
Litem

Guardian Ad
Litem; CASA

DFPS:
Caseworker,
Education
Specialist,

SiUdeni PAL & others

Therapy/
Medical

Community School




Transition to Adulthood

DFPS: PAL,
After Care

* Each student’s situation is unique. The graphic above is provided for general purposes and may or may not
reflect who is involved in a student’s life when transitioning to adulthood.




Regional Education Specialist:
D F P S R E G Regional Education Specialists work for DFPS, specializing in education and school-related matters. They act
as liaisons between DFPS and local schools and districts within their region. They advocate for educational and
ancillary services that best meet the needs of children and youth in the school environment. Regional Education
Specialists also serve as a primary resource for school staff on education matters involving students in foster care.
Education Specialists also offer presentations on Improving Educational Outcomes for Children and Youth in Foster
Care, Trauma-Informed Care, and Intervention Strategies to CPS staff and community stakeholders.

TIP: The DFPS Regional Education Specialist is an excellent contact to begin building
partnerships with the local child welfare system.

The local DFPS Regional Education Specialist may help provide cross-system trainings and other
information on services provided. For a list of DFPS Regional Education Specialists, visit www.tea.stale.
tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2147512296&menu id=2147483761

ESC REGIONS
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® TIP: DFPS and ESC service regions differ. It is important to clarify which type of region is being

referred to when working with partners from the child welfare system.
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- Texas Data & Info.



Counts and Percentages of Foster Children
by Gender and Ethnicity: 2012-13

Counts of % of Foster | Counts of %
Foster Children All of All
Children Students Students
Female 10,466 48.4 2,469,727 48.7
Male 11,173 51.6 2,606,113 51.3
American Indian/ 21,795
Alaskan Native
Asian 77 0.4 183,789 3.6
Black or African American 4,959 22.9 646,182 12.7
Hispanic/Latino 9,237 42.7 2,606,126 51.3
Native Hawaiian/ 16 0.1 6,644 0.1
Other Pacific Islander
White 6,682 30.9 1,521,551 30.0

Two or more races 571 2.6 89,753 1.8



Education Outcomes - Foster Care in Texas

- =

0 Fact: 38.8% of school leavers (reason for leaving school) for
students in foster care are coded as graduated, as compared to
7 2.4% of school leavers statewide for students not in foster care, in
grades 7-12. This is not a graduation rate. (PEIMS 2012-13)

0 Fact: 28.6% of school leavers (reason for leaving school) for
students in foster care are coded as dropped out, as compared to
8.3% of school leavers statewide for students not in foster care, in
grades 7-12. This is not a dropout rate. (PEIMS 2012-13)

Note: The percentages on the first two rows are not graduation or dropout rates.
These numbers represent the students who graduated or dropped out during the
year divided by the total number of leavers for that school year.

PEIMS: 2012-13



Foster Children Compared to the State Population

Graduates by Graduation Type

2012-13
]
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Foster Children Compared to the State Population
Dropouts by Grade: 2012-13
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Foster Children Dropouts by Age: 2012-13
I .,

Number of students who dropout by age
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Counts and Percentages of Foster Children

by Program: 2012-13
s P

Counts of % of Counts of %
Foster Foster All of All

Children Children Students Students
At Risk 14,254 65.9 2,264,815 44.6
Career and Technology 2,286 10,6 1,111,610 21.9
Economically Disadvantaged 19,496 90.1 3,058,894 60.3
Gifted and Talented 212 1.0 387,623 7.6
Immigrant 35 0.2 70,320 1.4
Limited English Proficient (LEP) 1,390 6.4 864,682 17.0
Dual-Credit 74 1.5 101,913 7.15
Special Education 5,104 23.6 440,570 8.7

Note: All students in DFPS Managing Conservatorship meet the eligibility criteria for State
Compensatory Education, as listed in TEC § 29.081, and should be identified as ‘at risk’.



Counts and Percentages of Special Education Foster
Children by Primary Disability: 2012-13
HE .

Counts of % of Counts of | % of All
Special Specidal All Special | Special
Education Education Education | Education
Foster Foster Children Children
Children Children
Emotional Disturbance 1,755 34.4 25,663 5.8
Learning Disability 964 18.9 167,086 37.9
Intellectual Disability 729 14.3 38,114 8.7
Other health impairment 664 13.0 56,637 12.9

Speech Impairment 501 9.8 89,515 20.3




- High School Completion and Beyond

Opportunities and Programs



High School Graduation

Reqguirements:
-—

0 Foundation High School Program — Graduation Requirements,
Endorsements, Distinguished Achievement and other

Information for Planning Your High School Years & Beyond

information:
http://tea.texas.gov/communications /brochures.aspx

including information about the new
Foundation High School Program

B Overview 9 Choices 9 Resourcey

0 Increased coordination and partnership with higher education e Checkiin
by developing coursework to meet endorsement requirements
and encourage post-secondary preparedness.

» Glossary

0 Personal Graduation Plan (PGP) for all high school students.
PGP for all middle school students who do not perform
satisfactorily on state assessments.


http://tea.texas.gov/communications/brochures.aspx
http://tea.texas.gov/communications/brochures.aspx

Career & Technical Education Program
N

-CTE programs focus on high growth industries,
employability skills, critical thinking, project based,
hands on learning, etc. Opportunities for students to
earn endorsements, certifications, college credit while in
high school.

-Students in foster care are a recognized special
population for CTE programs/Federal Perkins funding.

Career & Technical Education - Special Populations Center: http://ctsp.tamu.edu/


http://ctsp.tamu.edu/

Texas Virtual School Network (TxVSN)

I
0 Fully Accredited — Online Texas Public School

O Supplemental Learning — Statewide course catalog of
high school courses.

o Full-Time Online School — for grades 3-12.

0 http://www.txvsn.org/
0 http:/ /tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx2id=4840



5_[5 LAW: If an 11" or 12 grade student in the conservatorship of the Department of Family and

Promote High School Completion
TEC 28.025 & 25.007

PROMOTING HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION:

Promoting high school completion is important and necessary! Students in foster care are entitled
to all education services generally available to other students. Additionally, students may benefit
from additional attention in the school setting to make certain they remain on track for high school
completion and graduation."" School staff can help by reviewing students’ class schedules and
coursework as an important element to properly advising students and ensuring progress towards
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Protective Services transfers to a different school district and the student is ineligible
to graduate from the district to which the student transfers, the district from which the
student transferred shall award a diploma at the student’s request, if the student meets
the graduation requirements of the district from which the student transferred.'

LAW: Astudent in substitute care who was previously enrolled in a course required for
graduation must be allowed the opportunity, to the extent practicable, to complete the
course at no cost to the student before the beginning of the next school year.'

J
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»If a student in DFPS conservatorship is not likely to receive a high
school diploma before the 5™ school year following the student's
enrollment in grade 9 — review the students course credit accrual
and personal graduation plan — TEC 25.007



Promote Post-Secondary

TEC 25.007 & 54.366

1) LIFE TIME TUITION AND FEES WAIVER to any Texas state supported Institution of
Higher Education for certain students in and formerly in Texas DFPS
Conservatorship, as long as the student enrolls in at least one-college credit
before ’rurning 25 — TEC 54.366 (**see pg. 104-105 for eligibility requirements)

*In addition to a college course - Dual credit or other course where a high school
student may earn joint high school and college credit will also activate the waiver®

2) Ensure that 11 or 12 grade students in DFPS conservatorship is provided
information about the tuition and fee waiver, dual credit, or other courses
where a student may earn joint high school and college credit — TEC 25.007

CONSIDERATIONS TO HELP STUDENTS ACTIVATE COLLEGE LIFETIME TUITION
AND FEES WAIVER WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL

Best practices include coordination among high school personnel, college support services,
and college faculty to ensure students receive the support necessary for a positive academic
experience and a successful college experience. School personnel can play a key role in
linking students with college campus supports and services and encouraging students to
believe college is possible!




Transition Assistance for Students in Foster Care

TEC 25.007(7): I '
]

0 Encouraging school districts and open-enroliment

charter schools to provide services for a student in
foster care in transition when applying for admission

to post-secondary study and when seeking sources of
funding for postsecondary study;



Paying for College $$$ — Resources available

f-or students qginﬁ out of foster care:

0 Lifetime Tuition & Fees Waiver — for students enrolled in
one-college course before turning 25

0 Freshman Success Fund - $1,000 for Texas freshman only
http:/ /texasfosteryouth.org/download /freshman-success-fund-
for-foster-youth-grant-1000/

0 Education and Training Voucher - $5,000 a year up until the

age of 23 if student is accesses resources before the age of
21.

0 FAFSA — all students who were in foster care 13 years and
older file as an ‘independent’ and qualify for the maximum
amount of federal and state grants.


http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
http://texasfosteryouth.org/download/freshman-success-fund-for-foster-youth-grant-1000/
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‘ Providing Eifectiv)

B = y Financial Aid Assistance

W/ S to Students from Foster
€are and Unaccompanied

Homeless Youth:._ .
~ P

—

A Key to Higher Educatiofl

Access and Success

Versiori 2.0

Excellent resourcel

http: / /www.pathw

aylibrary.org/Vie

wBiblio.aspx2aid=

21730/



http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
http://www.pathwaylibrary.org/ViewBiblio.aspx?aid=21730/
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CONSIDERATIONS TO HELP STUDENTS ACTIVATE COLLEGE LIFETIME TUITION
AND FEES WAIVER WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL

Best practices include coordination among high school personnel, college support services,
and college faculty to ensure students receive the support necessary for a positive academic
experience and a successful college experience. School personnel can play a key role in
linking students with college campus supports and services and encouraging students to
believe college is possible!
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108 CHAPTER 13:Transitioning Out of Foster Care  Post-Secondary Education Opportunites



X lam ~ Child Protective Services ~  Adult Protective Services ~  Child Care Licensing ~  Adoption and Foster Care v Contract with DFPS ~

TEXAS

Department of Family and Protective Services

Services for Youth and Young Adults

RSN DFPS Home / Chikd Protection / Youth And Young Aduls / This Page n n u n E H
Prevent Child Abuse(s'
Prevention & Early Intervention Transitional Living Services (TLS)
Hotlines » » ) Services Offered
Commuiy Parners Transitional L\v.|rl19 Services, programs, and benefits help floslerl care youih and young adults + Transitonal Living Senvices

make 1he transition to af]u\lhood smoolhgr and hglp them l|dent|fy jarwd achieve long-term . o T\ B
INVESTIGATION edqcai\on, career, and life goals. Transitional Living Services begin at age 14 and may continue . 1,2c vouth Connection on Facebaok
Investigations unil age 23. + Preparation For Adult Living (PAL)
Report Child Abuse Learn more about Transitional Living Services and how it helps with employment, education, and  * Post Secondary Education Information

housing. + Permanency Planning for Older Youth
CHILDREN & FAMILY SERVICES N + Information about College Benefits
Childrenin Our Care Transitional Programs for Young Adults over 18:  Health Benefts
Family Based Support + Extended Foster Care and Retum to Care + Other Services

+ Extended Conrt lirisdiction N + Other Transitional Resources

Foster and Kinship Care ¥
« Trigld hot stuff contacts
Adoption & Permanency Services v

. SL’

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT SERVICES Tex:
Overview of Services

Texas Youth Connection The T

Extended Care and Retun a scul\

websi

| HOT STUFF

: NYTD SURVEY Texas Youth Connection > This Page

| SAFETY & WELL Welcome!
BEING &

JEDUCATION Welcome to the Texas Youth Connection web site!

| FINANCES

1 J0BS If you are a youth In the Texas foster care system, a youth transitioning to adulthood, or a youth who is just looking for general tips and information, you've

- come to the right place.

HOUSING

JHEALTH CARE What is the Texas Youth Connection?

| DIVERSITY TexasYouthConnection,org is a project of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services (OFPS), the agency that administers Child Protective Services
EVENTS In Texas. Some of our programs that you may be familiar with include:

| FOOD

the Texas foster care system,
Preparation for Adult Living (PAL),

| FUN STUFF

| LEGAL/RECORDS « Chafee Foster Care Independence Program,
| RESOURCES « Education and Training Voucher,
‘(‘ONIA(’IS « Services to At-Risk Youth (STAR),

the Texas Runaway Hotline, and

“OR SRRV S S S

hotlines youth home DFPS home

noooan



http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Protection/Youth_and_Young_Adults/

LINKING WITH SCHOOL
DISTRICT LIAISONS TO
SUPPORT STUDENTS IN

FOSTER CARE:



v'School Districts & Open Enrollment Charter Schools must
identify and report to TEA a foster care liaison.
v'TEA to provide information for facilitating enroliment and

transfers.

Texas
Education
Code § 33.904

LIAISON INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW.

LAW: Each school district and open enrollment charter school shall appoint at least one

employee to act as a liaison to facilitate the enrollment in or transfer to a public school
of a child in the district who is in the conservatorship of the state.”

FOSTER CARE LIAISON

I



Foster Care Liaison List | TEA’s ASkTED Database System | September 2014

AskTED is TEA’s online Texas Education Directory. AskTED is real-time database where each district and
charter schools foster care liaison contact information is maintained starting in the 2014-15 school year.
Updates and or/changes regarding the foster care liaison(s) contact information is now submitted to TEA
through each districts AskTED administrator. Charter schools are responsible to submit their foster care
liaison(s) to the Charter School Division at TEA directly via (512) 463-9575 or
CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us. Below are two different avenues (with instructions and pictures) to
view and download Foster Care Liaison contact information from TEA's AskTED database.

To view and/or download the foster care liaison list by: “School,” “District,” “County,” “Region,” or
“Texas” from AskTED, follow the instructions below:

1) Go to the AskTED homepage:http://mansfield.tea.state.tx.us/TEA.AsKkTED.Web/Forms/Home.aspx

2) Select “Search by and choose how you would iy ¥ Lictison contact information and updates are submitted to TEA

N i '" ”T ”_ . . . L3
sl through each district’s AskTED administrator.
* Tuxas EDUCATION AGENCY _
AskT
e | e [0k ] i |
[ — v'For questions about AskTED updates, please contact Lynne
e —— e Krajevski, TEA AskTED Administrator, at
il T pemsies s wesc e | Sk TED (@te a.state.tx.us or 512-463-9809.
Questions about the Texas Cducation Directory o e AskTID w

Questions or comments about other matters related to public edw

Uscful Links

L vIf you are a charter school, please contact the Charter
st o School Division at (512) 463-9575 or

i S s CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us directly to submit the name and
contact information of your foster care liaison.



mailto:askTED@tea.state.tx.us
mailto:CharterSchools@tea.state.tx.us?subject=Foster Care Liaison

Strategies for engagement:

0 Introduce yourself to school district foster care
licison(s).

0 Strategically engage students impacted by foster
care and create opportunities within existing
programs and activities for student involvement.

0 ldentify opportunities to promote use of the tuition
and fees waiver and assist districts with post-
secondary engagement of students in foster care.



Strategies for engagement continued:

0 Learn about opportunities for transition age youth in
your community and connect students to resources and
opportunities.

0 Learn about college programs and supports available
and connect students to opportunities.

0 Participate and engage with transition planning
activities when appropriate.

0 Host a celebration for graduating high school students.
Include others involved in student’s life: judge, CASA,
caseworkers, caregiver, PAL, etc.



12 KEY ACTIVITIES FOR DISTRICT FOSTER CARE LIAISONS

FOSTER CARE & STUDENT SUCCESS W

e,

TIP: The DFPS Regional Youth Specialist is a former foster youth (foster care alumni) that
works for DFPS and is available to provide understanding and strengthen awareness
about the experience of students in foster care.

Its important to involve people who experienced foster care in trainings and to establish effective
supports and practices. To identify the DFPS Youth Specialists who work within one's region, visit:

wwiv.dfps.state.be.us/txyouth/contacts/youth specialists.asp.

kbbb kb b b
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7. Provide foster care-related information and training to the district:
Liaisons can provide trainings and resources about foster care to their district and local campuses and can coordinate
with child welfare and community partners to increase cross-system awareness. Trainings may include:

+ Child Welfare System 101
« Confidentiality/Sensitivity
« Enrollment/Withdrawal

+ Foster Care Education Laws
Amap of the DFPS regions is found on page 23.
Also, see Chapter 3 for more information on

« Mandatory Child Abuse Reporting building cross-system partnerships.

+ McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Act

« Credit Retrieval and Recovery

DISTRICT FOSTER CARE LIAISONS: CulrefFoster Cr
RESPONSIBILITIES & EXPECTATIONS +The npac of T o Lesring

« Transition Supports and Post-Secondary Opportunities

* LIAISON INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 8. Work with DFPS to help students maintain their school placement, when appropriate:

Liaisons should be familiar with the federal, state and local laws and policies associated with attendance and
* WHERE TO GET STARTED? enrollment. For example, students are entitled to complete the highest grade level offered at the school in which the
12 KEY ACTIVITIES FOR DISTRICT

student was enrolled at the time of placement in foster care without payment of tuition.” When specialized programs
or courses are offered in one school or school district and not in another, consider special accommodations — such

FOSTER CARE LIAISONS as providing transportation — may be beneficial for promoting credit completion, stability, academic achievement,
and student success. Liaisons can bring together campuses, districts, and caregivers regarding transportation and may
participate, if requested by CPS, in school-related best interest decision making. Liaisons can also ensure that local
district policies align with state and federal laws.




- Resources Available



College & Career Readiness Resources:
N

Texas Reality Check (from TWCQ): http://www.texasrealitycheck.com/

Own Your Own Future: www.ownyourownfuture.com/

Texas College and Career: www.texascollegeandcareer.org/

Texas Gear-up: www.texasgearup.com/byot/category /

College For All Texans: www.collegeforalltexans.com/

Achieve Texas : hitp://www.achievetexas.org/

TEA’s Online College and Career Preparation Assistance Resource Site:
http://www.tea.state.tx.us /index2.aspx2id=8380&menu_id=814

Career & Technical Education - Special Populations Center: http://ctsp.tamu.edu/
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http://ctsp.tamu.edu/

College & Career

Casey Family Programs, “Providing Effective Financial Aid Assistance to Students from Foster
Care and Unaccompanied Homeless Youth: A Key to Higher Education Access and

Success: http: / /www.casey.org /Resources /Publications/SupportingSuccess.htm

Texas Department of Family and Protective Services - Transitional Living Services — Brief
Overview:
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Application /Forms /showFile.aspx2NAME=2526.docx.

Access Granted: Texas Foster Care Handbook for Youth
http: / /www.dfps.state.tx.us/Documents /Child Protection/pdf /foster-care-handbook.pdf

It’s My Life: Post Secondary Education & Training Guide

http: / /www.casey.org /Resources /Publications /pdf /EducationalOutcomesFactSheet.pdf

Supporting Success: Improving Higher Education Outcomes for Students in Foster Care

http://www.casey.org /Resources /Publications /SupportingSuccess.htm
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Additional Resources:
e

0 Education Reach for Texans - Higher Education Supports & Network: Visit for more
information on post-secondary and resources and programs available for students who

experienced foster care.

http: //www.educationreachfortexans.org/

0 Texas Youth Connection: Visit for more information on DFPS services and supports
available to youth in foster care.

http: //www.dfps.state.tx.us /txyouth /education /prep.asp

0 Texas Foster Youth - Justice Project: Resources and information available to assist youth
and young adults in transition out of foster care. Legal services available.

http://texasfosteryouth.org/



http://www.educationreachfortexans.org/
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/txyouth/education/prep.asp
http://texasfosteryouth.org/

Home / Curriculum / Special Student Populations / Foster Care and Student Success

Foster Care & Student Success

Foster Care & Student Success, housed in Texas Education Agency's Division of Federal and State

Education Policy maintains resources and information to advance the education of student's
impacted by foster care. The resources and materials provide guidance related to the unique
circumstances surrounding students who are in the foster care system and attend Texas public
schools. In Texas, nearly 16,000 school-age students are in foster care at any given time.

The Foster Care & Student Success web content is divided into the following areas:

School District Liaisons

« Laws and Guidance

State Efforts

Collaboration

Child Protective Services
Information and Resources

Foster Care & Student Success Resource Guide

TEA developed a premiere resource to support Texas schools in

addressing the education of students in foster care: Texas Foster Care &

Student Success Resource Guide (PDF). This guide is the product of

collaboration with the Texas Department of Family and Protective
FOSTER CARE & Services, the Supreme Court of Texas, and the Permanent Judicial
STUDENT SUCCESS: o ) B . o
Commission for Children, Youth and Families (Children's Commission).

This e-guide and training manual contains a variety of key researched-

based topics and calls attention to important matters related to the

Special Student Populations

Bilingual - ESL Education
Dyslexia

Early Childhood Education
Foster Care and Student Success
Gifted and Talented Education

Title Ill, Part A English Language
Acquisition

Title I, Part C - Migrant Education

Contact Information

Federal & State Education Policy
Foster Care Education & Policy
Coordinator

Kelly Kravitz

512-463-9235

Kelly. Kravitz@tea.texas.gov
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

You .I
(\J|



Comprehensive List of Foster Care and Education Laws:

TEA o

Texas Education Agency Home A-ZIndex Sign Up for Updates Contact

& ] i ot E} &
About TEA Curriculum & Instructional Finance & Grants Reports & Data Student Testing & Texas Educators Texas Schools
Materials Accountability

Home / Curriculum / Special Student Populations / Foster Care and Student Success . .
Special Student Populations

Foster Care & Student Success -
Education Laws and Guidance

Early Childhood Education
There are many federal and state laws that exist to advance the education of students in foster

care. Knowledge of the laws and how to apply them is critical so these laws are understood and Foster Care and Student Success

followed. Gifted and Talented Education

Numerous links to more information and law references are included below. Chapter and page Title lll, Part A English Language
numbers from the Texas Foster Care & Student Success Resource Guide (PDF) provide quick Acquisition
access to information and support local training efforts. Title I, Part C - Migrant Education

For the benefit of students, we encourage local education agencies (LEAs) to be familiar with this
information. School boards and district administrators ensure that local policies and practices are in

alignment and promote opportunities to increase awareness among school staff. Foster Care & Student Success

Main Page

Federal Law

http:/ /www.tea.state.tx.us /FosterCareStudentSuccess /laws /



- Foster Care To the Administrator
Addressed (TAA

September 10, 2014

http: / /www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx2id=257
69817433

Sign-up for Foster Care Education & To the
Administrator Addressed Correspondence Listserv:
https: / /public.govdelivery.com/accounts /TXTEA /
subscriber /new?topic id=TXTEA 21



http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=25769817433
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=25769817433
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_21
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXTEA_21

Texas Blueprint Implementation

Taskforce Involvement
e

0 Ongoing TEA participation in collaborative workgroups
with child welfare stakeholders and other partners
addressing a variety of education related topics, such as:

THE TEXAS
BLUEPRINT:

mData

Transforming Education
Outcomes For Children &
Youth In Foster Care
L Texas Blueprint Implementation Task Force

Final Report

® Training and Resources

| SChOOI STO biIiTy http: / /education.texaschildrenscommis

sion.gov/education-committee.aspx

New — Texas Blueprint Implementation Taskforce Final Report, February 27, 2015:
http: //education.texaschildrenscommission.gov /blueprint-implementation-task-force.aspx
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n
TEA Intra-Agency Collaboration

Texas Education Agency

0 Data

0 Curriculum

0 Special Education

0 21 Century /ACE

0 Communities in Schools
0 Legal

0 Attendance

0 State Compensatory
Education

0 At-Risk Programs

0 College and career
preparation

0 Student Assessment
0O Title |
0 Migrant

0 Homeless McKinney-
Vento

0 AskTED
0 Others


http://tea.texas.gov/

Increasing Awareness — Additional

Training Opportunities for K-12
-h

0 ESEA Title |- Foster Care & Student Success Toolkit Available in Project Share —
contact your ESC Title | representative for more info.

o ESC Foster Care Champion

0 TEA Foster Care & Student Success listserv:
https: / /public.govdelivery.com/accounts /TXTEA /subscriber /new

O Response to Intervention (RTI) Training Institute — University of Texas, Meadows Center
for Preventing Educational Risk: http://buildingrti.utexas.org/resources/

Professional development module - RTI & Foster Care:
http: / /resources.buildingrti.utexas.org /CAP /students in foster care/multiscreen.html

0 Texas Online College & Career Readiness Resource Center Course:
http: //txccrsc.esc1 3.net/ocerrc/

Texas Online College & Career Readiness Portal: _http://txccrsc.org/



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/subscriber/new
http://buildingrti.utexas.org/resources/
http://resources.buildingrti.utexas.org/CAP/students_in_foster_care/multiscreen.html
http://txccrsc.esc13.net/occrrc/
http://txccrsc.org/
http://txccrsc.org/

TEA Website Resources & Information:

Home / Curriculum / Special Student Populations / Foster Care and Student Success - -
Special Student Populations

Foster Ca.re & Student Success -
Information and Resources

Early Childhood Education

There are many resources and information to help you understand and support the educational

success of students in foster care. Review the recommended resources and information to get Foster Care and Student Success
strted. _—— — Gifted and Talented Education
_— T
QEA Graduation Program Toolkit (HB 5) - New > Title lll, Part A English Language
-~ T Acquisition

PEIMS 2014-15, Supplemental Guidance (PDF) - New _ : _
\ Title I, Part C - Migrant Education

Texas Fpste‘riaa}jezsﬂfudeiéﬁgé;s)&Respurce Guide (PDF)

_— - T
élkinq to Foster Youth about School (outside source PDF) Foster Care & Student Success
\\"'\—,,,;\77; ////// _—
Education is the Lifeline for Students in Foster Care (outside source PDF) Main Page
Texas Department of Family and Protective Services; Tr/a/hsitional Living Services - Revised Dec. — Texas School Foster Care Liaisons
2013 (outside source) —
_— — ~ ——— " Education Laws and Guidance

_— —_ I -

Qﬁhat Teachers and Educators Can Do to Help Youth In Foster Carei{ic;.l?side scﬂr?:g PDF)
. ~___— State Efforts

Su ppoﬂinq\éﬁd\e’ﬁiﬁﬁﬁsﬁeﬁemmw@ sourcePDF) ——

Collaboration
It's My Life: Post Secondary and Education Guide (outside source)

Thild Dratactiva Qandirae Edncatinn

hitp: / /www.tea.state.tx.us /FosterCareStudentSuccess /Resources/



http://www.tea.state.tx.us/FosterCareStudentSuccess/Resources/

FIERCE ADVOCATE SERIES

CASA Educational
Advocacy Toolkit:

,’ w http://texascasa.org
\ /learning-
center/resources/ed
ucational-advocacy-
toolkit/

TEXASCAS A
............

EDUCATIONAL ADVOCACY

TOOLKIT
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May 2014 | Foster Care| USDE Guidance
N

O

USDE and Health and Human Services (HHS) Letter to Chief State School Officers and Child
Welfare Directors on Implementing the Fostering Connections Act, May 30, 2014 -
http://www?2.ed.gov/about/inits /ed /foster-care /fostering-connections-letter.doc

Letter to Chief State School Officers on Guidance on the Amendments to FERPA by the USA
2013, May 27, 2014 - http://www?2.ed.gov/policy /gen/quid /fpco /ferpa/uninterrupted-
scholars-act-guidance.pdf

USDE New Foster Care and Education website - http://www2.ed.gov/about /inits/ed /foster-
care /index.html

National Resource Center for Permanency and Family Connections website -
http: //www.nrcpfec.org /is/education-and-child-welfare.html

USDE Education Blog - “Foster Care Alum: Educators Make a Difference for Foster Youth” -
http: //www.ed.gov/blog/2014/06 /foster-care-alum-educators-make-a-difference-for-foster-

youth/
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Trauma-Informed Education Resources

0 Trauma Sensitive Schools: hitp: //traumasensitiveschools.org/

0 Compassionate Schools: The Heart of Learning and Teaching: hitp://www.k12.wa.us/compassionateschools/

o0 The National Childhood Traumatic Stress Network:
Child Trauma Toolkit For Educators:

http://www.nctsn.org /resources/audiences/school-personnel /trauma-toolkit

Resources for Schools:

http: / /www.nctsn.org /resources/audiences/school-personnel /resources-for-schools

National Foster Care Awareness Month:

http://www.nctsn.org /resources/public-awareness /national-foster-care-month%20

0  Why Schools Need to Be Trauma Informed:
http://www.traumainformedcareproject.org /resources /WhySchoolsNeedToBeTraumalnformed(2).pdf

0 Schools promoting ‘trauma-informed’ teaching to reach troubled students: http://edsource.org /2013 /schools-
focus-on-trauma-informed-to-reach-troubled-students /51619
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0 Comprehensive resource and
training guide, released in
October 201 3; Co-written with
TEA, DFPS and Children’s

Commission.

0 Research based: Codifies foster
care education practice, policy,
laws and resources in one
central location.

FOSTER CARE & 0 Foundational resource for
education community, foster
STUDENT SUCCESS: care liaisons, and all who

support the education of
students in foster care.

0 Guidebook provides foundation
& Childrers for district training and
PRODUCED BY )C ommlbbmn developmen’r on fos’rer care.
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Where to find the Foster Care & Student

Success Resource Guide:
Cs2 B

0 Online Interactive PDF available for download:
hitp: / /www.tea.state.tx.us /FosterCareStudentSuccess /resource-guide.pdf

0 Individual chapter download:
http: / /www.tea.state.tx.us /fostercarestudentsuccess

0 Hard-copies may be ordered through TEA's Office of Publication:
http: / /www.tea.state.tx.us /index4.aspx2id=2147487430

0 A professional grade PDF file is available for groups and organizations
that would like to have the guide printed to disseminate: email
fostercareliaison@tea.state.tx.us or kelly.kravitz@tea.state.tx.us for
information.
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TEA Foster Care & Student Success:

T
0 TEA Website:

http: / /www.tea.state.tx.us /FosterCareStudentSuccess/

0 Email: Fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov

0 TEA Foster Care & Student Success listserv:
https: //public.govdelivery.com/accounts /TXTEA /subscriber /new

0 Foster Care Education & Policy, and Homeless/McKinney-Vento,
State Coordinator, Kelly Kravitz
fostercareliaison@tea.texas.gov; kelly.kravitz@tea.texas.gov;

512-463-9235
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Comumitted to- Travsforming the Educatiov
Outcomes of Studenty inv Foster Carel
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